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County Office Message

Before you get too busy lambing and calving we would like to remind you of
a few important dates and events.

Lincoln County Weed & Pest is partnering with Lincoln
County Farm Bureau to hold a Lincoln County Farm &
Ranch Meeting at the Afton Civic Center on March 14th at
9:00am. The meeting will have speakers presenting on
various topics from weed control, soil health, cattle
markets, etc. Lunch will be provided. Please come and join
us.

ARC/PLC signup is ongoing for 2019 and 2020. The deadline for 2019
ARC/PLC signup is March 15th.

Sheep producers, please be aware that there is currently a $0.02/pound
Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) for ungraded wool right now and if your
micros test 29 or higher, there is a $0.06/pound payment. Please contact the
office to sign the page 1 of form CCC-633EZ prior to loss of beneficial
interest in your wool. For most of you, beneficial interest is lost at shearing.
Once you have delivered your wool to market or have a weight, we can
complete your LDP application for payment, if there is still a payment in
effect. More detailed information can be found below.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/27db9b0

Next County Committee Text WYLincoln to FSANOW (372669) to subscribe for text alerts from
Meeting: TBD Lincoln County FSA for deadline reminders.

Wool Triggers Loan Deficiency payment in Lincoln County

The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan
Deficiency Payments (LDPs).

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim financing after
harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities when market prices are
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar
and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2019 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests
for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities.

Commaodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for wheat,
upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), peanuts, wool,
soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or
adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of commodity under loan, and must be
immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs redeemed with commodity certificates are
not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions.

Marketing assistance loans are available for the following commaodities: wheat, corn, grain sorghum, barley,
oats, upland cotton, extra-long staple cotton, long grain rice, medium grain rice, soybeans and other oilseeds
(including sunflower seed, rapeseed, canola, safflower, flaxseed, mustard seed, crambe and sesame seed),
dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas, large chickpeas, graded and non-graded wool, mohair, unshorn pelts,
honey and peanuts.

Producers who are eligible for marketing loans, but choose to forgo the loan, are eligible for LDPs if the
posted county price falls below the county loan rate. Producers also can purchase a commodity certificate
that may be exchanged for the outstanding loan collateral. Producers can check their daily LDP rates online

at fsa.usda.gov

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their local
FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when
payment is requested.

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGlI) provisions state that a producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI
exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to
earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or
FSA’s website fsa.usda.gov.
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USDA Announces Details of Risk Management Programs for
Hemp Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced the availability of two programs that protect
hemp producers’ crops from natural disasters. A pilot hemp insurance program through Multi-Peril Crop
Insurance (MPCI) provides coverage against loss of yield because of insurable causes of loss for hemp
grown for fiber, grain or Cannabidiol (CBD) oil and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage protects against losses associated with lower yields, destroyed crops or prevented planting where
no permanent federal crop insurance program is available. Producers may apply now, and the deadline to
sign up for both programs is March 16, 2020.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program

NAP provides coverage against loss for hemp grown for fiber, grain, seed or CBD for the 2020 crop year
where no permanent federal crop insurance program is available.

NAP basic 50/55 coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed
50 percent of expected production. Buy-up coverage is available in some cases. The 2018 Farm Bill allows
for buy-up levels of NAP coverage from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 percent increments, at
100 percent of the average market price. Premiums apply for buy-up coverage.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is $325 per crop or $825 per producer per county, not to exceed
$1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.

Multi-Peril Crop Insurance Pilot Insurance Program

The MPCI pilot insurance is a new crop insurance option for hemp producers in select counties of 21 states
for the 2020 crop year. The program is available for eligible producers in certain counties in Alabama,
California, Colorado, lllinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, New Mexico,
New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Virginia and
Wisconsin. Information on eligible counties is accessible through the USDA Risk Management Agency’s
Actuarial Information Browser.

Among other requirements, to be eligible for the pilot program, a hemp producer must have at least one year
of history producing the crop and have a contract for the sale of the insured hemp. In addition, the minimum
acreage requirement is 5 acres for CBD and 20 acres for grain and fiber. Hemp will not qualify for replant
payments or prevented plant payments under MPCI.

This pilot insurance coverage is available to hemp growers in addition to revenue protection for hemp offered
under the Whole-Farm Revenue Protection plan of insurance. Also, beginning with the 2021 crop year, hemp
will be insurable under the Nursery crop insurance program and the Nursery Value Select pilot crop
insurance program. Under both nursery programs, hemp will be insurable if grown in containers and in
accordance with federal regulations, any applicable state or tribal laws and terms of the crop insurance

policy.

Eligibility Requirements

Under a regulation authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill and issued in October 2019, all growers must have a
license to grow hemp and must comply with applicable state, tribal or federal regulations or operate under a
state or university research pilot, as authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill.

Producers must report hemp acreage to FSA after planting to comply with federal and state law enforcement.
The Farm Bill defines hemp as containing 0.3 percent or less tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) on a dry-weight



basis. Hemp having THC above the federal statutory compliance level of 0.3 percent is an uninsurable or
ineligible cause of loss and will result in the hemp production being ineligible for production history purposes.

For more information on USDA risk management programs for hemp producers, visit farmers.gov/hemp to
read our frequently asked questions. For more information on the U.S. Domestic Hemp Production Program,
visit USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Services’ website to read their frequently asked questions.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding
for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her
individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain
the needed credit elsewhere.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Dee Harbach at 307-886-9001 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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