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Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor 
This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western U.S. and is 
intensifying in some areas. No geographic area is immune to the potential of 
drought at any given time. The U.S. Drought Monitor provides a weekly drought 
assessment, and it plays an important role in USDA programs that help farmers 
and ranchers recover from drought. 

Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-
related decisions. 

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly 
basis. It categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and 
Abnormally Dry (D0), are not considered to be drought. The next four describe increasing levels of drought: 
Moderate (D1), Severe (D2), Extreme (D3) and Exceptional (D4).  

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations are made by 
federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some of 
the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like 
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program 
acres and to “fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.  

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data. 

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation plays a major role in 
the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author considers numerous indicators, including drought 
impacts and local insight from over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use several dozen 
indicators to assess drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature and evaporative 
demand, soil moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both short and long‐term 
drought conditions, the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map produced each week 
represents a summary of the story being told by all the pieces of data. To help tell that story, authors don’t just 
look at data. They converse over the course of the map-making week with experts across the country and draw 
information about drought impacts from media reports and private citizens. 

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map. 

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought monitor. The map 
authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t – use their expertise to 
reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single assessment. 
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Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast. 

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and builds off the 
previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions based on data for the week that 
ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won’t be 
reflected until the next map is published. This provides a consistent, week‐to‐week product and gives the author a 
window to assess the data and come up with a final map. 

Fact #5 – Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process. 

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-the-ground 
information from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week. That can include information 
that you contribute. 

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for agricultural producers, and 
sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought conditions in their area are worse than what the 
latest drought monitor shows. When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at all available 
data for that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and other indicators 
corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they receive one report or 
one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state officials and others know where to look for 
impacts. 

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations: 

1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of State 
Climatologists website. 

2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors. 
3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily precipitation observations to 

the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network. 
4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR. 

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatologist or visit farmers.gov/protection-
recovery 

 
Maintaining ARC/PLC Acreage  
If you’re enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
programs, you must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and 
water erosion and noxious weeds. By signing ARC county or individual contracts and PLC 
contracts, you agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound 
agricultural practices. If you fail to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on your farm that is 
enrolled in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate your contract for the program year. 

As a reminder, 2022 ARC/PLC enrollment ends 3/15/2022. For more information, contact the Lincoln County 
USDA Service Center at 307-886-9001 ext 2 or visit fsa.usda.gov 

 
USDA to Invest $1 Billion in Climate Smart Commodities, 
Expanding Markets, Strengthening Rural America 
Funding Opportunity Opens to Pilot New Revenue Streams for America’s Climate-Smart Farmers, Ranchers and 
Forest Landowners  

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced on February 7 that the U.S. Department of Agriculture is delivering 
on its promise to expand markets by investing $1 billion in partnerships to support America’s climate-smart 
farmers, ranchers and forest landowners. The new Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities opportunity will 
finance pilot projects that create market opportunities for U.S. agricultural and forestry products that use climate-
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smart practices and include innovative, cost-effective ways to measure and verify greenhouse gas benefits. 
USDA is now accepting project applications for fiscal year 2022. 

For the purposes of this funding opportunity, a climate-smart commodity is defined as an agricultural commodity 
that is produced using agricultural (farming, ranching or forestry) practices that reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
or sequester carbon. 

Funding will be provided to partners through the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation for pilot projects to 
provide incentives to producers and landowners to:  

• implement climate-smart production practices, activities, and systems on working lands, 
• measure/quantify, monitor and verify the carbon and greenhouse gas (GHG) benefits associated with 

those practices, and 
• develop markets and promote the resulting climate-smart commodities. 

Funding will be provided in two funding pools, and applicants must submit their applications via Grants.gov by 
11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on: 

• April 8, 2022, for the first funding pool (proposals from $5 million to $100 million), and 
• May 27, 2022, for the second funding pool (proposals from $250,000 to $4,999,999). 

A wide range of organizations may apply, but the primary applicant must be an entity, not an individual. 

USDA is committed to equity in program delivery and is specifically seeking proposals from entities serving all 
types of producers, including small or historically underserved producers. 

Visit usda.gov for additional information including Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities and resources to 
support your application. 

 
Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought 
Now that the 2021 crop year has ended, it’s time to start planning for 2022 and beyond. 
Many farmers and ranchers west of the Mississippi River have had a very difficult year in 
2021 due to drought. Those in other areas of the country were spared from the worst of 
the drought this time but may not be as lucky in future years. So, as you’re planning for 
2022 production, you may want to consider some conservation practices that can help 
make your land and livestock more resilient to drought and help your bottom line.  

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water and build resilience to drought, 
through conservation practices that improve irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage grazing lands.  

Irrigation Efficiency USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water is used 
wisely. Saving water on your farm can help during drought and can offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures 
for energy, chemicals, and labor; and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality. 
Funded conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation or 
subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for water 
control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and when it’s needed, 
can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors.  

Soil Health In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and 
residue management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. 
Healthier soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more 
resilient to drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-holding 
capacity and use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and 
evaporation.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMjUuNTQwMTMzMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy51c2RhLmdvdi9jbGltYXRlLXNtYXJ0LWNvbW1vZGl0aWVzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.zLl5aaFRmqu9uepRrJKORmeqkU-Gkl-62RJ6AJjeQos/s/1119656358/br/127171977403-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20 pounds of 
water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per acre. Each 1% 
increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per acre. That means less 
money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation more profitable.  

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS 
works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two 
main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and 
reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve 
pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS 
conservationists can also work with you to plant more drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local 
soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water, NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water 
wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in 
difficult drought conditions.  

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more 
information on drought recovery assistance at https://www.farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. For 
more information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future years, go 
to www.nrcs.usda.gov. 

 
Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans that 
Fit Their Operation 
Farmers and ranchers can use the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov to find 
information on USDA farm loans that may best fit their operations. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers 
finance their operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA 
loans can help. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better 
understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works 

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple questions 
about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting their answers, 
farmers will receive information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan application and additional 
resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to 
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as 
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and 
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service 
center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start” button. 
Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to your 
agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari 
browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov 

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an authenticated 
portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to information 
that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial Information feature, which 
enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by logging into the website. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMjMuNTM5MDU1ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYXJtZXJzLmdvdi9wcm90ZWN0aW9uLXJlY292ZXJ5L2Ryb3VnaHQ_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5I3JlY292ZXJ5In0.eRFdLIDFnIF8UGg1cY0FSjVZnnHGYU8uy5Atw8bsmis/s/1119656358/br/127072513687-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the site 
also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-
tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural disasters. 
 

 

 

  
USDA Service Center 
625 South Washington St, Ste A  

PO Box 369 Afton, WY 83110 

Phone: 307-886-9001  Fax: 855-415-3426 
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