May 2019

Farm Service Agency Electronic News Service

BULLETIN

GovDelivery

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

e  Eligibility for Nominations for the 2019 County Committee Elections
e  USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage Changes to July 15
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Casper, WY 82609 Phone: 307-  1he U.s. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA)

261-5436 Fax: 855-415-3428 county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of
FSA and allow grassroots input and local administration of federal farm
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Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers
Farm Loan Manager: Dixie responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in
Mount their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary of
Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and

Program Technician: Wanda K. farm program delivery process.

McLean

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local
administrative areas (LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. To be
eligible for nomination and hold office as a committee member or alternate, a
person must fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a producer with
an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in
any FSA program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal
voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the
county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be serving.

County Committee:

Phil Johnson, Chairman
Kem C. Nicolaysen, Vice
Chairman

Lee Moore, Member
Josh Moore, Member
Heather Harlan, Member

Next County Committee All nomination forms_ for the 2019 election must be postme_lrked or_received in
Meeting: June 25, 2019 the local USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2019. For more information on FSA
' county committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet:


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/24807aa

Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available

online at: www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage
Changes to July 15

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) has established a new acreage reporting deadline for perennial forage for
2019 and subsequent years. Previously set in the fall, the new deadline is July 15 for all states, except for
Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

Timely and accurate acreage reports for all crops and land uses, including prevented planting or failed
acreage, are the foundation for many FSA program benefits, including disaster programs for livestock
owners. Producers must report their acreage to maintain program eligibility.

Producers who have coverage for perennial forage under the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) must report their crop acreage by the earlier of any of the following:

e the established acreage reporting date (July 15)
e 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being reported
e the established normal harvest date for the end of the coverage period.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers and

ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase
agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down
payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan
amount for a Joint Financing loan is $300,000 and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used
to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan
applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least
three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show
documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a
laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To
find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.
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Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Deena R. McDaniels at 307-261-5436 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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