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Natrona and Converse County FSA Updates

Natrona/Converse County Enyvironmental Review Required Before

FSA Office . .
Project Implementation

5880 Enterprise Drive, Suite 100 The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to
Casper, WY 82609 consider all potential environmental impacts for federally-funded projects
Phone: 307-261-5436 before the project is approved.
Fax: 855-415-3428

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must
County Executive be completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or
Director: Deena R. McDaniels ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to,

the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA

Farm Loan Manager: has completed an environmental review, this will result in a denial of the
Dixie Mount request. There are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It

is important to wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal
Program Technician: before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing,
Wanda K. McLean site preparation or ground disturbance.

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to
determine what level of environmental review is required for your program
application so that it can be completed timely.

County Committee:
Phil Johnson, Chairman
Kem C. Nicolaysen,

Vice Chairman
Lee Moore, Member Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an

Josh Moore, Member environmental review. FSA must have copies of all permits and plans before
Heather Harlan, Member an application can be approved.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fbulletins%2F26260eb&data=02%7C01%7C%7C442c7cf0a1994505a8bf08d743887093%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637052125608742374&sdata=0hJTy1mWPwa5CEsv3M6DV0zJfYglU0QBskNiHG6cBDI%3D&reserved=0

Next County Committee
Meeting: Oct 22,
2019 Time:1:00pm

USDA Opens 2019 Enroliment for Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs
Agricultural producers can now enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage

(PLC) programs, two popular safety net programs, for the 2019 crop year. Interested producers must sign up
for either program by March 15, 2020.

The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and made updates to these two USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
programs. ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guarantee level. PLC program provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the price for a covered commodity falls below its effective reference price.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which
includes short grain rice), safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

Updated provisions in the 2018 Farm Bill allow producers with an interest in a farm to enroll and elect
coverage in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for program year 2019.
The election applies to both the 2019 and 2020 crop years. If a 2019 election is not submitted by the deadline
of March 15, 2020, the election defaults to the current elections of the crops on the farm established under
the 2014 Farm Bill. No payments will be earned in 2019 if the election defaults.

For crop years 2021 through 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections. Farm owners
cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.

Once the 2019 election and enroliment are completed, producers on the farm for 2020 can complete an
enroliment contract for the 2020 crop year beginning Oct. 7, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020.

Although 2019 enrollment begins Sept. 3, 2019 and must occur first, a producer waiting until Oct. 7, 2019 to
enroll is afforded the opportunity to enroll in either program for both 2019 and 2020 during the same office
visit. During this time, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that takes
effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update
may be completed during the same office visit.

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University are offering web-based
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their
respective farming operations. These decision tools can be found at fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some forms of crop
insurance. Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA). Producers of covered
commodities who elect ARC are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres.

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm bills
comparison fact sheet, or visit fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
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Farm Loan Graduation Reminder

FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do not meet
normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to graduate to
commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where they can refinance their
debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and partially or fully pay off their FSA
debt.

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current balance sheet,
actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days to return the required
financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s potential for refinancing to
commercial credit.

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, balance sheet
and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when loan information is sent to
local lenders.

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter with a list
of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the lenders and complete an
application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies the
reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the borrower of
noncompliance, FSA'’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Deena R. McDaniels at 307-261-5436 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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