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Natrona and Converse County Farm
Service Agency Announces County
Committee Election Results

Natrona and Converse County U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) announced that County Committee elections are over
and the ballots have been counted.

William Kossert of Natrona was elected to represent local administrative area
(LAA) 1 and Lee Moore of Converse was elected to represent local
administrative area (LAA) 5.

Patrick Rodgers of Natrona will serve as the first alternate.

County committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day
operations of FSA. They help deliver programs at the county level and work
to serve the needs of local producers. All recently elected county committee
members will take office in January 2020 and will be joining the existing
committee. Every FSA office is required to have a county committee, and
they are made up of local farmers, ranchers and foresters who are elected by
local producers.

Nearly 7,800 FSA county committee members serve FSA offices nationwide.
Each committee has three to 11 elected members who serve three-year
terms of office. One-third of county committee seats are up for election each
year. County committee members impact the administration of FSA within a
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Next County Committee community by applying their knowledge and judgment to help FSA make

Meeting: Jan 28 important decisions on its commodity support programs, conservation
2020 Time:1 '00;)m programs, indemnity and disaster programs, emergency programs and
U eligibility.

County committee members impact producers through their decision making
and help shape the culture of a local FSA office. They also ensure the fair
and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties and are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. Members conduct hearings and
reviews as requested by the state committee, ensure underserved farmers,
ranchers and foresters are fairly represented, make recommendations to the
state committee on existing programs, monitor changes in farm programs
and inform farmers of the purpose and provisions of FSA programs. They
also assist with outreach and inform underserved producers such as
beginning farmers, ranchers and foresters, about FSA opportunities.

For more information, visit the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or
contact the Natrona and Converse County FSA office at 307-261-5436.

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit their local
FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of
county-specific deadlines.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before grazing or
harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team in Goshen County is already working on operating loans for spring 2020 so it is
important that potential borrowers submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan
team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.
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FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just
about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and

small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses
throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional
operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing
equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. The staff at the Goshen County FSA
office can provide more details on farm operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and
obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow
them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible
commodities, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of
structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures and

refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

Please call the Goshen County office if you have questions about any of the loans available through FSA.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Deena R. McDaniels at 307-261-5436 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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