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e  Opportunity to Request a Referendum: Soybean Promotion, Research, and Information Program

e 2019 Acreage Reporting Dates

e  FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm Ownership Loans
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Opportunity to Request a Referendum:
Soybean Promotion, Research, and
Information Program

The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced that soybean
producers may request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and
Research Order, as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research,
and Consumer Information Act. Participation in the Request for Referendum
is voluntary, and producers should only participate if they wish to request a
referendum on the program.

The results of the Request for Referendum will be published in a notice in the
Federal Register. If at least 10 percent of eligible producers, as determined
by USDA, participate in the Request for Referendum, a referendum will be
held within one year from that determination.

Interested soybean producers may request a referendum during a four-week
period beginning on May 6 and ending May 31, 2019. Form LS-51-1,

Soybean Promotion and Research Order Request for

Referendum, may be downloaded online, or obtained by mail, fax, orin
person from Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices during this time.

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the
appropriate county FSA office by fax or in person no later than close of
business May 31, 2019, or if returned by mail, must be postmarked by
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midnight May 31, 2019, and received in the county FSA office by close of
business on June 6, 2019.

For detailed information, including eligibility, read the full AMS
announcement. To find your local office, visit www.farmers.gov.

2019 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the
Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable
deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Park County:
July 15, 2019 All other crops, Spring Alfalfa Seed, Perennial Forage

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate
documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

” o

green manure,” “left

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or
harvesting of the crop begins.

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Park County FSA office at
307-754-9411

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans are a resource to help farmers and

ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase
agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations.

Depending on the applicant’s needs, there are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down
payment and joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being
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purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan
amount for a Joint Financing loan is $600,000 and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

To be eligible, the operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used
to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan
applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least
three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show
documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a
laborer.

For more information about FSA Loan programs, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. To
find your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Darla Rhodes at 307-754-9411 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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