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From the CED 
Greetings to all Park County farmers and ranchers!  I hope everyone is 
having a good harvest so far.  

I am currently the only staff member working on Farm Programs, and will be 
out of the office next week (August 26-30) for Farm Bill training.  

Following training, I will be taking signup for the new Market Facilitation 
Program and the Agriculture Risk Program/Price Loss Coverage Program 
(ARC/PLC).  I'm hoping to get you signed up for all available programs at the 
same time. 

If you know of someone who would like to join our team here at the Park 
County Farm Service Agency, we do have a position open.  Please have 
them apply at www.usajobs.gov.  

And just a friendly reminder... this office will be closed on September 2nd in 
observance of Labor Day. 

Darla 

  

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usajobs.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C1745a29d53c643f75ea408d7266fc832%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637020133851566167&sdata=iDM9xU4bywoy%2Bs%2BKkJiq9ygyzWWyk4WruSyV2sZoCaM%3D&reserved=0


 
USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program 

Enrollment Now Open through December 6, 2019 

Signup is open for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) program 
to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified trade retaliation from foreign 
nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct payments to impacted producers, part 
of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The sign-up period runs through December 6th. 

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty crops as well as dairy and 
hog producers. 

Non-Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, dry peas, 
extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans, sunflower 
seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat. 

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total 
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not dependent on 
which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot exceed total 
2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. 

Dairy and Hogs 

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight payment on 
production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of live hogs owned on a 
day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019. 

Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes, 
fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each specialty crop will 
receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the case of ginseng, based on 
harvested acres in 2019. 

More Information 

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as market 
conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third tranches will be made 
in November and early January. 

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal entity. MFP 
payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a combined $250,000 for 
specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than $500,000. Eligible applicants must 
also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than 
$900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax years must have been 
derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible 
Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwODE5LjkyNDI4NTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwODE5LjkyNDI4NTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzQyNTAyNyZlbWFpbGlkPWRhcmxhLnJob2Rlc0B3eS51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9ZGFybGEucmhvZGVzQHd5LnVzZGEuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/market-facilitation-program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program 
application. 

 
Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help agricultural 
producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased the amount that 
producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and emergency loans. 

Key changes include: 

• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed 
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help producers 
pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, livestock feed, and 
more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the Guaranteed 
Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Farm ownership loans 
help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as improve and expand current 
operations. 

• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 Operating 
Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. Microloans provide flexible 
access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. 

• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA restructuring plan 
are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these producers were ineligible. 

• Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent guarantee 
against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 

About Farm Loans 

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by FSA, while 
guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For guaranteed loans, FSA 
provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest. 

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service center. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Darla Rhodes at 307-754-9411 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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