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Emergency Conservation Program

Flooding has caused severe damage to areas in Park County. Farms and ranches
suffering severe damage may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP) administered by the Park County Farm Service
Agency if the damage:

e Will be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed
to return the land to productive agricultural use

e Is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area
e Affect the productive capacity of the farmland
e  Will impair or endanger the land.

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the eligible
cost of restoration measures. No producer is eligible for more than $200,000 cost sharing per natural disaster
occurrence. The following types of measures may be eligible:

¢ Removing debris from farmland

e Grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland

e Restoring permanent fences

e Restoring conservation structures and other similar installations.

Producers who have suffered a loss from a natural disaster may contact Darla at the Park County FSA Office
and request assistance from August 1 to August 31, 2022.

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met:

e An application for cost-share assistance has been filed

e The local FSA County Committee or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection of the
damaged area

e The Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving, etc., required
for rehabilitation.

Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm Meets
Conservation Compliance
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The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to
commodity crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions
of the Food Security Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities

| (crops that require annual tillage including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on
land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop history prior to
December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or

= system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly erodible
land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan,
disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop insurance.

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you are
required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification,”
with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to
determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to
implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the predominant
HEL soil on those fields.

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands,
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation
provisions.

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland
conservation provisions.

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, contact
your local USDA Service Center.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help
farmers and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand
current operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to
save farmland for future generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and
joint financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller
financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 50
percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the property being
purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount
for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan applicants
are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out
of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact the Park FSA Office at 307-754-9411 Ext 2 or visit
fsa.usda.gov.
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USDA Offers Options for Signing and Sharing Documents
Online

Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural
Resources Conservation Service can now sign and share documents online in just a
few clicks. By using Box or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete business
transactions without leaving their homes or agricultural operations. Both services are
free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS programs.

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed '

and shared. Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure
Box account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and shared
digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer with access to a
mobile device or computer with printer connectivity.

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software downloads or
eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature through OneSpan can
confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification code sent to their mobile device or a
personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, documents can be reviewed and e-signed
through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email address. Signed documents immediately become available
to the appropriate Service Center staff.

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in signing and
sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using eAuthentication for digital
signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for producers to use when conducting business
with FSA or NRCS.

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan through a few
simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let Service Center staff know
you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new features. In most cases, one quick
phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process.

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and additional
resources for conducting business with USDA online.

To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus pandemic, visit
farmers.gov/coronavirus.
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