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Nominations Open for the 2019 County Committee Elections
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and FSA
program participants to take part in the Platte County Committee election nomination process.

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and
local administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary of
Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each member
serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open for election each year.

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of underserved farmers and
ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers and landowners
and/or operators who have limited resources.

All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA service center by Aug.
1, 2019. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet:
Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

eNewsletters and eUpdates through GovDelivery! Important Upcoming Dates:

30 Days-Contact the office to report adverse weather
conditions & related livestock losses within 30 days
of realizing the loss.

The Farm Service Agency is providing more cost-
effective and resource-conserving options to deliver
news, deadlines and bulletins. You have the option to

receive information instantly and electronically from 15 Days- after realizing a loss to file a Notice of Loss
your state or local FSA office directly to your farm or on NAP covered crops.
ranch. Several states already have GovDelivery for news August 1- Deadline to file a COC nomination form for
releases. the upcoming election
Take a look at your current state and county options for August 15- Next COC meeting @ 9am in the
electronic delivery by visiting the FSA home page at Wheatland office
www.fsa.gov .

. . Every Season is #scamseason
Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once Remember to discuss your USDA Farm Service
you enroll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic Agency (FSA) account information only with people
subscriptions via e_-mall. For more information contact you recognize and trust.
your FSA state office and watch for more news and If you have questions about your FSA accounts,

opportunities to sign up to receive your news quicker and | | contact the Platte County FSA office at 307-322-4050.
at less cost via e-mail.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://www.fsa.gov/

Annual Notifications

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into a bank account. In order for timely
payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office when an account has been changed or if another
financial institution purchases the bank where payments are sent. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not
aware of updates to bank accounts and routing numbers.

Farm Reconstitutions

When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or
recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation. Farm Recon
methods are:

Estate Method— the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an
entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is
sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or
more persons. In order to use this method, the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract
level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing
impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by
phone.

Breaking New Ground

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, compliance with Highly
Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farmers with HEL determined soils are
reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified per their conservation plan. Producers are to
notify the USDA Farm Service Agency prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to insure compliance.
Failure to obtain advance approval for any of these situations can result in the loss of eligibility and all Federal
payments.

Controlled Substance

Any person convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA
payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants include
marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.

FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commaodity Credit Corporation
programs in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is
made to the county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations or other similar entities. Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm
Storage Facility Loan documents.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to
report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.
All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in
civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors,
attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting
requirements.



Farm Changes — FSA needs to keep records updated at all times. If you have had any of the following changes, please
report them to our office so we can update our records accordingly:

* Individual or business names

* Address

* Phone number

* Bank account

* Sold or purchased property

 Added or dropped leased land

Attention All Buyers of Agricultural Products

It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State’s Office to determine if
there are liens against the seller of the product. If a lien is found, you are required to place the lien holder’s name on the
check as well as that of the seller. You may contact the Secretary of State’s Office at (307) 777-7311 for more
information.

PLATTE COUNTY FSA OFFICE

1502 PROGRESS CT

WHEATLAND, WY 82201

Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans

Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA'’s farm loans, which help agricultural
producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased the amount that
producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and emergency loans.

Key changes include:

e The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help
producers pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed,
livestock feed, and more.

e The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the Guaranteed
Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Farm ownership loans
help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as improve and expand current
operations.

¢ Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 Operating
Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. Microloans provide flexible
access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional farm operations.

¢ Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA restructuring
plan are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these producers were ineligible.

¢ Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent guarantee
against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent.

About Farm Loans

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by FSA,
while guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For guaranteed loans,
FSA provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest.

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service
center.



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator

USDA Offers Producers Options to Re-enroll or Extend Expiring CRP Contracts

Farmers and ranchers with expiring Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts may now re-enroll in certain CRP
continuous signup practices or, if eligible, select a one-year contract extension. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
also accepting offers from landowners who want to enroll for the first time in one of the country’s largest conservation
programs. FSA’s 52" signup for CRP runs from June 3 to August 23.

This year’s CRP continuous signup includes practices such as grass waterways, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetland
restoration and others. View a full list of practices approved for this signup. Continuous signup contracts last for 10 to 15
years. Soil rental rates are set at 90 percent of 2018 rates. Incentive payments are not offered for these practices.

Producers interested in applying for CRP continuous practices, including those under existing CREP agreements, or who
want to extend their contract, should contact their USDA service center by August 23.

To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. More information on CRP can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.

In accordance with Federal civil rights laws and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all
programs).Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be
made available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form
or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary of Civil Rights 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442 or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-continuous-enrollment/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/conservation-reserve-program/crp-continuous-enrollment/index
http://www.farmers.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp
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