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From the Desk of Linda Benzel, CED 
Hello Producers, 

We are thankful for the spring moisture, but it came in the form of snow, sleet 
and a lot of rain. Due to the unusual May weather, several producers have 
reported livestock losses, mostly lamb losses. If you had livestock losses due 
to adverse weather, please contact our office to file a Livestock Indemnity 
Program Notice of Loss. The deadline is 30 days from the date the loss was 
apparent. 

Also, there were several reports of damage due to the flooding. Again, 
please contact our office as there may be assistance with cost-share to 
repair damaged irrigation structures, debris removal from farmland, and 
livestock fencing. 

County Committee nominations for LAA 3 are open until August 1, 2019. 
LAA 3 correlates with school district 3 in Sheridan County and in Johnson 
County lies north of Township 44N, on the East side of 1-90 and 1-25 to the 
Campbell County line. 

A reminder the 2019 acreage report and 2018 NAP production reporting are 
due July 15th, 2019. Please contact our office if you are unable to make your 
scheduled appointment! 

Best Regards, 

mailto:rob.weppner@wy.usda.gov


Next County Committee 
Meeting:  TBD 

Linda Benzel, CED 

 

 
Eligibility for Nominations for the 2019 County Committee 
Elections  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees are a critical 
component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local administration of federal 
farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable 
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery 
process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each 
member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a committee member or 
alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in 
farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA program provided for by law, (3) be a 
U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county 
or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be serving. 

All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA service center 
by Aug. 1, 2019. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the 
FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at: 
fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

 
Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help agricultural 
producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased the amount that 
producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and emergency loans.  Key changes include: 

• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed 
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help producers 
pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, livestock feed, and 
more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the Guaranteed 
Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Farm ownership loans 
help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as improve and expand current 
operations. 

• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 Operating 
Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. Microloans provide flexible 
access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. 

• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA restructuring plan 
are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these producers were ineligible. 

• Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent guarantee 
against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 



 About Farm Loans 

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by FSA, while 
guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For guaranteed loans, FSA 
provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest. 

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service center. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Linda Benzel at 307-683-4202 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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