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From the Desk of Linda Benzel 
Greetings~ 

Please note, Sheridan County has been approved for the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP) due to the 2019 Flood Damage. If you had 
damage to irrigation structure, fencing, and/or debris on rangeland please 
read carefully the articles below. 

Sincerely, 

Linda 

mailto:rob.weppner@usda.gov


Next County Committee 
Meeting:  
Wednesday, July 31, 2019 

 

 
Emergency Disaster Declarations and Designations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, and likely a costly, variable 
to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has emergency assistance programs to provide 
assistance when disasters strike, and for some of those programs, a disaster designation may be the 
eligibility trigger. When natural disaster occurs, there is a process for requesting a USDA Secretarial disaster 
designation for a county. Agricultural producers can play a vital role in this process. 

If you have experienced a production loss as a result of a natural disaster you may submit a request to your 
local FSA county office for your county to be evaluated for a Secretarial disaster designation. Once a request 
is received, the county office will collect disaster data and create a Loss Assessment Report. The County 
Emergency Board will review the Loss Assessment Report and determine if a recommendation is sent 
forward to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for the designation. 

For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 
Sheridan County Producers May be Eligible for Emergency 
Conservation Program Assistance 
A flood has caused severe damage in Sheridan County. 

Farms and ranches suffering severe damage may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP) administered by the Sheridan~Johnson County Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if untreated, would: 

• be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the land to 
productive agricultural use 

• is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area 
• affect the productive capacity of the farmland 
• impair or endanger the land 

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed 75 percent of the 
eligible cost of restoration measures. Eligible socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers 
can receive up to 90 percent of the eligible cost of restoration. No producer is eligible for more than $500,000 
cost sharing per natural disaster occurrence. 

The following types of measures may be eligible: 

• removing debris from farmland 
• grading, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland 
• restoring permanent fences 
• restoring conservation structures and other similar installations 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdisaster%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=01%7C01%7C%7C9acff9485c8a46c333bc08d7120c23c8%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1&sdata=g2pfyBMl5%2FzqPbiRTBpt1vouae5MzQnCFfXAzUfrP8Q%3D&reserved=0


Producers who have suffered a loss from flood damage may contact the local FSA County Office and 
request assistance from Monday, July 29, 2019 to end of day (EOD) Tuesday, August 27, 2019. 

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met: 

• an application for cost-share assistance has been filed 
• the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite inspection of 

the damaged area 
• the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation 

Service (NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving, 
etc., required for rehabilitation 

For more information about ECP, please contact the Sheridan~Johnson County FSA Office at (307) 683-
4202 or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/wy. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Linda Benzel at 307-683-4202  or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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