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From the Desk of Linda Benzel, CED 
Hello Producers, 

The fall season will be here soon! We hope the remainder of your harvesting 
goes well, and shipping is a success. 

Staci, Justine and I will be out of the office August 27th, 28th and 29th to 
attend a Farm Bill training.  We will be back in the office this Friday the 30th. 

Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue recently announced the 2019 Market 
Facilitation Program (MFP) signup that began July 25th and ends December 
6th. Please see additional information provided below. 

Best Regards, 

Linda Benzel, CED 

mailto:rob.weppner@usda.gov


Next County Committee 
Meeting:  TBA 

 

 
USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program 

Enrollment Now Open through Dec. 6  

Signup opens today for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
program to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified trade retaliation from 
foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct payments to impacted 
producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The sign-up period runs through 
Dec. 6. 

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty crops as well as dairy and 
hog producers. 

Non-Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, dry peas, 
extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, mustard seed, oats, 
peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans, sunflower 
seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat. 

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total 
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not dependent on 
which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot exceed total 
2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. 

Dairy and Hogs 

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight payment on 
production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of live hogs owned on a 
day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019. 

Specialty Crops 

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes, 
fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each specialty crop will 
receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the case of ginseng, based on 
harvested acres in 2019. 

More Information 

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as market 
conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third tranches will be made 
in November and early January. 

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal entity. MFP 
payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a combined $250,000 for 
specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than $500,000. Eligible applicants must 
also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than 
$900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax years must have been 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fmarket-facilitation-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C5f9dbe83a71a4f12d33908d72a7561ec%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637024555950871384&sdata=b6gab0m2qUi0Zfy%2FyHMFqsd1ZWnoQiZ0QCrNH7vvBI4%3D&reserved=0


derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible 
Land and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program 
application. 

 
Farm Loan Graduation Reminder  
FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that is available to producers who do not meet 
normal underwriting criteria for commercial banks.   

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to determine a borrower’s ability to graduate to 
commercial credit. If the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where they can refinance their 
debt with commercial credit, they will be asked to obtain other financing and partially or fully pay off their FSA 
debt.   

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a letter requesting a current balance sheet, 
actual financial performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30 days to return the required 
financial documents. This information will be used to evaluate the borrower’s potential for refinancing to 
commercial credit.   

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the borrower’s name, loan type, balance sheet 
and projected cash flow to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when loan information is sent to 
local lenders.     

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA will send the borrower a letter with a list 
of lenders that are interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the lenders and complete an 
application for commercial credit within 30 calendar days.  

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must obtain written evidence that specifies the 
reasons for rejection and submit to their local FSA farm loan office.   

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or to graduate, FSA will notify the borrower of 
noncompliance, FSA’s intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Linda Benzel at 307-683-4202 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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