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From Jen's Desk

USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program (MFP)

USDA Opens 2019 Enrollment for Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage Programs (ARC PLC)

USDA Announces Buy-up Coverage Availablity and New Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies

(NAP)

o  New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans That Fit Their Operation
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From Jen's Desk

Things you thought you knew, but didn't.....FSA DEADLINES! (don't worry I'm
right there with you)

2020 Crop Reporting (honey) - November 15, 2019

2020 NAP Purchase Deadline -
* 2020 fee increase to $325/crop*

December 1, 2019

2019 MFP Signup Deadline - December 6, 2019

2019 ELAP Application for Payment - January 30, 2020
2019 LIP Application for Payment - March 1, 2020
2019 ARC/PLC Signup Deadline - March 15, 2020

2020 ARC/PLC Signup Deadline - June 30, 2020


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fbulletins%2F26251e5&data=02%7C01%7C%7C847ce3cafc654352dada08d7436782d4%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637051984162357769&sdata=Ll7LU3V27TxEYZ6ZKPsMn2qr%2B44Hramh%2Fi71LeQTTEw%3D&reserved=0

Program Technician: 2020 Crop Reporting (spring seeded, perennials) - July 15, 2020
Ashley Simpson (UIN)
Sadie St. Clair (SWT/SUB) NAP Losses - 15 days after loss is apparent

County Committee: . i .
Shelby Arambel (SUB) Livestock Disaster Losses - 30 days after loss is apparent

Dave Pape (SUB)
Kaye Goicolea (SWT)
Bob Slagowski (SWT)

As always, please remember to call the office as soon as possible if anything

Carl Hickey (UIN) out of the ordinary or losses are occurring. This notification can and does affect
Dustin Condos (UIN) your payment eligibility. You can file notice of loss by phone or email, so its
Steve Sims (UIN) easy to do! Call us when things aren't going well!!!

Ashley Anglin (UIN)

Next County Committee
Meeting:

TBA

USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program (MFP)

Signup is ongoing for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
program to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified trade retaliation from
foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct payments to impacted
producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The sign-up period runs through
Dec. 6, 2019.

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty crops as well as dairy and
hog producers.

Non-Specialty Crops

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, dry peas,
extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, mustard seed, oats,
peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans, sunflower
seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat.

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not dependent on
which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot exceed total
2018 plantings. View payment rates by county.

More Information

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal entity. MFP
payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a combined $250,000 for
specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than $500,000. Eligible applicants must
also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than
$900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax years must have been
derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible
Land and Wetland Conservation regulations.
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More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program
application.

USDA Opens 2019 Enroliment for Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs (ARC PLC)
Agricultural producers can now enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage

(PLC) programs, two popular safety net programs, for the 2019 crop year. Interested producers must sign up
for either program by March 15, 2020.

The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and made updates to these two USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA)
programs. ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guarantee level. PLC program provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the price for a covered commodity falls below its effective reference price.

“The ARC and PLC programs, in combination with crop insurance, are the bedrock of the farm safety net for
crop farmers and something | hear about frequently on the road,” said U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny
Perdue. “This exciting opportunity for enroliment in these programs marks the first time folks will have the
opportunity to switch their elections since the 2014 Farm Bill was implemented. | am pleased to add that
today’s announcement means our staff met yet another major Farm Bill implementation goal and they are
continuing to move full speed ahead.”

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which
includes short grain rice), safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

Elections and Enrollment

Updated provisions in the 2018 Farm Bill allow producers with an interest in a farm to enroll and elect
coverage in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for program year 2019.
The election applies to both the 2019 and 2020 crop years. If a 2019 election is not submitted by the deadline
of March 15, 2020, the election defaults to the current elections of the crops on the farm established under
the 2014 Farm Bill. No payments will be earned in 2019 if the election defaults.

For crop years 2021 through 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections. Farm owners
cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.

Once the 2019 election and enroliment are completed, producers on the farm for 2020 can complete an
enroliment contract for the 2020 crop year beginning Oct. 7, 2019 and ending June 30, 2020.

Although 2019 enrollment begins Sept. 3, 2019 and must occur first, a producer waiting until Oct. 7, 2019 to
enroll is afforded the opportunity to enroll in either program for both 2019 and 2020 during the same office
visit. During this time, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that takes
effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the office, the yield update
may be completed during the same office visit.

Web-Based Decision Tools

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University are offering web-based
decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their
respective farming operations. Tools include:
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e Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of lllinois tool that offers farmers the ability to
run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and PLC.

e ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M user friendly tool that allow producers to analyze
payment yield updates and expected payments for 2019 and 2020. Producers who have used the
tool in the past should see their user name and much of their farm data will already be available in
the system.

USDA Announces Buy-up Coverage Availablity and New
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies (NAP)

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered through the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program, beginning April 8, 2019.
The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to the program, including service
fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP coverage.

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage is not
available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, or prevent crop
planting.

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5
percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed
directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the
average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent
of expected production.

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing.
NAP Service Fees

For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per
county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. These
amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county coverage. The fee increases
apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019.

NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans

The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now eligible for a
service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility criteria.

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a waiver of
NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially Disadvantaged,
Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Cettification.”

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your
local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov.
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New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
That Fit Their Operation

A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)

farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan Discovery Tool
as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for farmers.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their operations.
From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. Compared to this time last
year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has obligated for direct farm ownership loans,
and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits for several loan products.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan staff to better
understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few simple
questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. After submitting
their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their specific needs. The loan
application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an application to
receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, entities, and youth, as well as
information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility requirements and a list of required forms and
documentation for each type of loan. These guides can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service
center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the “Start”
button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that is applicable to
your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the
Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and manage
accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial

Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and alerts by
logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan features, the
site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit farmers.gov/recover/disaster-
assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can help their operation recover from natural
disasters.

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov delivers farmer-
focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest immediate value to America’s
agricultural producers — helping farmers and ranchers do right, and feed everyone.
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For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Jennifer Dutton at 307-362-3062 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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