August 2019

LUSIDA  united States
= of

Farm Service Agency Electronic News Service

\[l/

BULLETIN

GovDelivery

e  USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program

e  Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation

e  Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with Real Estate Security

Washakie-Hot Springs County FSA Updates

Washakie-Hot

Springs County FSA Office

208 Shiloh RD
Worland, WY 82401

Phone: 307-347-2456
Fax: 855-415-3445

County Executive Director:
Lisa Bower

Farm Loan Manager:
Bill Morrison
Tracy Neidig, FLOT

Program Technicians:
Teresa Shelton
FLPT Vacant

County Committee:

Julie Haun, Chairperson

Kirk Tolman, Vice Chairperson
Jim Butterfield, Member
Everett Jones, Member
Arnold Pennoyer, Member

USDA Opens Signup for Market
Facilitation Program

Enrolliment Now Open through Dec. 6

Signup opens today for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) program to assist farmers who continue to
suffer from damages because of unjustified trade retaliation from foreign
nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct
payments to impacted producers, part of a broader trade relief package
announced in late July. The sign-up period runs through Dec. 6.

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and
specialty crops as well as dairy and hog producers.

Non-Specialty Crops

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn,
crambe, dried beans, dry peas, extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils,
long grain and medium grain rice, millet, mustard seed, oats, peanuts,
rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum,
soybeans, sunflower seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton,
and wheat.

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate
multiplied by a farm’s total plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in
2019. Those per acre payments are not dependent on which of those crops



Next County Committee are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot
Meeting: TBD exceed total 2018 plantings. View payment rates by county.

Dairy and Hogs

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per
hundredweight payment on production history, and hog producers will
receive a payment based on the number of live hogs owned on a day
selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019.

Specialty Crops

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries,
cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes, fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts,
macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each specialty crop will
receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in
the case of ginseng, based on harvested acres in 2019.

More Information

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third
tranches evaluated as market conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If
conditions warrant, the second and third tranches will be made in November
and early January.

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops
per person or legal entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined
$250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a combined $250,000 for specialty
crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than $500,000.
Eligible applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI)
for tax years 2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of
the person’s or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax years must have
been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also comply with
the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation
regulations.

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment
information and a program application.

Environmental Review Required Before Project
Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before actions
are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited
to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm
loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an environmental review, this will result in
a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to
wait until you receive written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not
limited to, vegetation clearing, site preparation or ground disturbance.
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Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely.

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA must have
copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved.

Reminder to FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with
Real Estate Security

Farm Service Agency would like to remind farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for
their loans, of key items for maintaining loan collateral. It is required that borrowers must obtain prior consent,
or approval, by either FSA, for direct loans, or by a guaranteed lender, for any transaction affecting real
estate security. Examples of these transactions include, but are not limited to:

Leases of any kind;
Easements of any kind;
Subordinations;

Partial releases, and
Sales

Failure to meet or follow the requirements set forth in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and future loans.

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or guaranteed lender
when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower responsibilities, read Your
ESA Farm Loan Compass.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Lisa Bower at 307-347-2456 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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