
February 2019 

 

• Market Facilitation Program – Deadline Feb. 14 
• USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Program Deadline Extensions 
• USDA Market Facilitation Program 
• Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
• New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 
• ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance 

 

Vermont FSA Newsletter 
 

Vermont Farm Service 
Agency 

356 Mountain View Drive 
Suite 104 
Colchester, VT 05446 

Phone: (802) 658-2803  
Fax: (855) 794-3676 

www.fsa.usda.gov/vt 

State Executive Director: 
Wendy Wilton 

State Committee: 
Karen Callicott - Addison 
Jacques Couture - Westfield 
Heidi Dolloff - Springfield 
Sally Goodrich - Cabot 
Joe Tisbert - Cambridge 

Market Facilitation Program – Deadline 
Feb. 14 
The last day to submit your Market Facilitation Program (MFP) 
application is Feb. 14, 2019. The final day to certify 2018 
production is May 1, 2019. 

Producers of corn, cotton, sorghum, soybeans, wheat, dairy, hogs, 
fresh sweet cherries and shelled almonds may be eligible to sign up 
for an MFP payment. MFP is designed to help producers 
significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in 
the loss of traditional exports. Contact your local FSA county office 
for more details to apply or visit www.farmers.gov/MFP. 
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To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/vt.              

 

 
USDA Farm Service Agency Announces Program Deadline 
Extensions 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency extended deadlines on many of its programs because of the 
government shutdown and the emergency nature of many of the programs. Below are updated 
deadlines: 

*** For details on all program deadlines and extensions, view FSA National Notice CM-807 

 Farm Programs 

• Market Facilitation Program  
o Deadline to apply extended to Feb. 14, 2019 

• Marketing Assistance Loans  
o If loan matured in December 2018, settlement date extended to Feb. 14, 2019 
o Peanut loans or Loan Deficiency Payments - loan availability date now Feb. 28, 

2019 
• Emergency Conservation Program  

o Performance reporting due Feb. 14, 2019 
• Livestock Forage Disaster  

o 2018 application for payment due Feb. 28, 2019 
• Emergency Assistance Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-raised Fish Program  

o Notice of loss due Feb. 14, 2019 
• Livestock Indemnity Program  

o Notice of loss due Feb. 14, 2019 
• Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program  

o Submitting 2019 application for coverage due Feb. 14, 2019 
o Notice of loss for 72-hour harvest and grazing (as applicable) due Feb. 14, 2019 
o Notice of loss for prevented planting and failed acres due Feb. 14, 2019 
o Applications for payment for 2018 covered losses due Feb. 14, 2019 

• Tree Assistance Program  
o Notice of loss due Feb. 14, 2019 

• Acreage Reporting  
o January reporting deadlines extended to Feb. 14, 2019 [states to localize as 

applicable 

]For inquiries related to these programs or any not listed above, contact your local county office.  To 
find contact information for your local office go to www.fsa.usda.gov/vt.              

 
USDA Market Facilitation Program 
USDA launched the trade mitigation package aimed at assisting farmers suffering from damage due 
to unjustified trade retaliation by foreign nations. Producers of certain commodities can now sign up 
for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP). 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will administer MFP to provide payments to corn (fresh and 
processed), cotton, dairy, hog, sorghum, soybean (fresh and processed), wheat, shelled almond, 
and fresh sweet cherry producers. An announcement about further payments will be made in the 
coming months, if warranted.  

The sign-up period for MFP runs through Feb. 14 2019, with information and instructions provided 
at www.farmers.gov/mfp. MFP provides payments to producers of eligible commodities who have 
been significantly impacted by actions of foreign governments resulting in the loss of traditional 
exports. Eligible producers should apply after harvest is complete, as payments will only be issued 
once production is reported.  

A payment will be issued on 50 percent of the producer’s total production, multiplied by the MFP 
rate for a specific commodity. A second payment period, if warranted, will be determined by the 
USDA. 

For a list of initial MFP payments rates, view the MFP Fact Sheet. 

MFP payments are capped per person or legal entity as follows: 

• A combined $125,000 for eligible crop commodities 
• A combined $125,000 for dairy production and hogs 
• A combined $125,000 for fresh sweet cherries and almonds 

Applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income for tax years 2014, 2015, and 2016 of 
less than $900,000. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land 
and Wetland Conservation regulations. 

Expanded Hog Timeline 

USDA has expanded the timeline for producers with whom the Aug. 1, 2018, date does not 
accurately represent the number of head of live hogs they own. Producers may now choose any 
date between July 15 to Aug. 15, 2018, that correctly reflects their actual operation. 

MFP applications are available online at www.farmers.gov/mfp. Applications can be completed at a 
local FSA office or submitted electronically either by scanning, emailing, or faxing. To locate or 
contact your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early  
The Farm Loan team is already working on operating loans for spring 2019 so it is important that 
potential borrowers submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan 
team can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.  

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm 
operation for just about any purpose.  The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans 
can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring 
inputs as well expenses throughout the year.  

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 to eligible 
applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional operations, can be used 
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for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing equipment, and other 
needs associated with a farming operation. The staff at the your local FSA office can provide more 
details on farm operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning farmers 
and members of underserved groups are a priority. 

Other types of loans available include: 

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and 
obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer 
and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible 
commodities, or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A 
variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage 
structures and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to 
$500,000 per loan.   

Please call your local FSA office if you have questions about any of the loans available through 
FSA. 

 
New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 
Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once 

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.  

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs. 

Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time. 

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their insurance provider to validate and sign 
acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting 
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available 
to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report. 

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who 
have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple 
locations.  In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down 
from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers 
and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the 
peak season for crop reporting later this summer. 



More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Plans are underway at USDA to continue 
building upon the framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.  

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more. 

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
ARC/PLC Acreage Maintenance 
Producers enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs 
must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and 
noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to 
effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a 
producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is enrolled 
in ARC or PLC, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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