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NASS to send 2021 Hemp Acreage and 
Production Survey This Fall 
This October, USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service will mail its first Hemp 
Acreage and Production  

Survey. The survey will collect information on the total planted and harvested area, yield, 
production, and value of hemp in the United States. 

The Domestic Hemp Production Program established in the Agriculture Improvement Act 
of 2018 (2018 Farm Bill) allows for the cultivation of hemp under certain conditions. The 
Hemp Acreage and Production survey will provide needed data about the hemp industry 
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to assist producers, regulatory agencies, state governments, processors, and other key 
industry entities. 

Producers may complete the survey online at agcounts.usda.gov or they may complete 
and return the survey by mail using the return envelope provided. 

Learn more about the survey at nass.usda.gov/go/hemp. 

 
Lenders Can Now Apply for New Heirs’ Property 
Relending Program 
Lenders Can Now Apply for New Heirs’ Property Relending Program 

Intermediary lenders can now apply for loans through the new Heirs’ Property Relending 
Program (HPRP). The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is accepting applications 
today through October 29, 2021, and cooperatives, credit unions and nonprofit 
organizations are encouraged to apply for these competitive loans, which ultimately will 
help agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and succession 
issues. 

Through HPRP, FSA loans up to $5 million at a 1% interest rate to eligible lenders. Then, 
those eligible lenders will reloan funds to heirs to help resolve title issues by financing the 
purchase or consolidation of property interests and financing costs associated with a 
succession plan. 

How to Apply 

Intermediary lenders should apply by the October 29, 2021 deadline using the HPRP 
application form (FSA-2637), which can be submitted to FSA by mail: 

FSA Deputy Administrator for Farm Loan Programs 

Loan Making Division 

STOP 0522 

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, DC 20250 

Additionally, FSA will host a webinar on September 15 at 2 p.m. ET for interested lenders, 
who can register or learn more on the FSA Outreach and Education webpage. 

Eligible Lenders 

Intermediary lenders must: 

• be certified as a community development financial institution, and 
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• have experience and capability in making and servicing agricultural and 
commercial loans that are similar in nature. 

If applications exceed the amount of available funds, FSA will prioritize applicants that 
both: 

• have at least 10 years or more of experience with socially disadvantaged farmers; 
and 

• are located in states that have adopted a statute consisting of enactment or 
adoption of the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA). A list of these 
states is available at gov/heirs/relending. 

More Information 

Frequently asked questions (including those in Spanish, Thai and Chinese), the August 3, 
2021 overview webinar, and other resources can be found on farmers.gov/heirs/relending. 

After the loans are announced, USDA will distribute information for heirs on how to apply. 
Information for heirs is also on farmers.gov/heirs/relending. 

 
Georgia NRCS Announces Environmental 
Quality Incentive Program Sign Up  
Agricultural producers and forest landowners can now submit applications for the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). USDA accept applications must be 
submitted by November 5, 2021, to be considered for fiscal year 2022 funding. 

EQIP offers agricultural producers financial and technical assistance to producers and is 
administered by NRCS. EQIP offers conservation practices to help producers make 
improvements, including enhancing water and air quality, conserving ground and surface 
water, reducing soil erosion and sedimentation or enhancing wildlife habitat. 

EQIP applications are accepted on a continuous basis. However, to be considered for 
funding in Fiscal Year 2022, applicants must apply by November 5. Applications submitted 
by the funding cycle deadline will be evaluated to be considered for funding in that funding 
cycle. Applications received after that date will be accepted and evaluated for future 
funding. 

If a producer’s application is funded, NRCS will offer an EQIP contract for financial 
assistance to help address the cost of implementing conservation practices. Payment 
rates for conservation practices are reviewed and set each fiscal year. 

To apply, contact your NRCS field office for an appointment. 

 
Understanding the U.S. Drought Monitor 
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Are drought conditions affecting your agricultural operation? The U.S. Drought Monitor 
(USDM) is a resource producers can use to help determine how to best respond and react 
to a drought as it develops or lingers. 

The USDM is an online, weekly map showing the location, extent, and severity of drought 
across the United States. It categorizes the entire country as being in one of six levels of 
drought. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions for the week. 

The USDM provides producers with the latest information about drought conditions where 
they live, enabling producers to best respond and react to a drought as it develops or 
lingers. In some cases, the USDM may help a producer make specific decisions about 
their operation, such as reducing the stocking rate because forage is not growing. For 
others, it may provide a convenient big-picture snapshot of broader environmental 
conditions. 

The USDM incorporates varying data – rain, snow, temperature, streamflow, reservoir 
levels, soil moisture, and more – as well as first-hand information submitted from on-the-
ground sources such as photos, descriptions, and experiences. The levels of drought are 
connected to the frequency of occurrence across several different drought indicators. 
What makes the USDM unique is that it is not a strictly numeric product. The mapmakers 
rely on their judgment and a nationwide network of 450-plus experts to interpret conditions 
for each region. They synthesize their discussion and analysis into a single depiction of 
drought for the entire country. 

USDA uses the Drought Monitor to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought 
assistance programs, like the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying 
or Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres. 

Additionally, the Farm Service Agency uses the Drought Monitor to trigger and “fast track” 
Secretarial Disaster Designations which then provides producers impacted by drought 
access to emergency loans that can assist with credit needs. 

Learn more about the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

 
Georgia NRCS Announces Sign Up for 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 
Agricultural producers and forest landowners can now submit applications for the 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP). USDA will accept applications for 
Fiscal Year 2022 funding consideration until November 5. 

ACEP helps restore, protect and enhance wetlands on eligible land through its Wetland 
Reserve Easement (WRE) component. Through the Agricultural Land Easement 
component (ALE), it also protects the agricultural viability and related conservation values 
of eligible land by limiting nonagricultural uses of that land. ALE also protects grazing uses 
and related conservation values by restoring and conserving eligible land. ACEP is 
administered by NRCS. 
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ACEP enrollment options include: 

• ACEP-WRE:Wetland reserve easements that are perpetual, 30-years or maximum 
duration under state law, or 30-year contracts on acreage owned by Indian 
Tribes.  

• ACEP-ALE: Agricultural Land Easements that are perpetual or maximum duration 
allowed under State law. 

Applications are accepted on a continuous basis. However, to be considered for funding in 
Fiscal Year 2022, entities and landowners must apply by November 5. Application packets 
submitted to NRCS Georgia field offices will be forwarded to the NRCS Georgia State 
Office for review and ranking. 

To apply, contact your NRCS field office for an appointment. 

 
FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for 
Customers Impacted by COVID-19  
Set-Aside Delays Loan Payments for Borrowers 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) 
loan provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA 
farm loans who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next 
payment set aside. In some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers 
who have already had one payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster. 

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster 
Set-Aside authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as 
well as explanations of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss 
or request a loan payment Set-Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at 
their local FSA county office. 

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or 
extended up to twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-
aside will continue to accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s 
cashflow in the current production cycle. 

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities 
for servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct 
loan applicants and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to 
discuss loan making and servicing flexibilities and other needs or concerns. Customers 
participating in FSA’s guaranteed loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. 
Information on these flexibilities, and office contact information, can be found on 
farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic 
signature.  Some services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, 
which provides access to the farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm 
loan information and certain program applications and payments.  Customers can track 
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payments, report completed practices, request conservation assistance and electronically 
sign documents. Customers who do not already have an eAuth account can enroll at 
farmers.gov/sign-in. 

 
FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote 
in County Committee Elections  
The 2021 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections will begin on Nov. 1, 2021, 
when ballots are mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return ballots to local FSA 
offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 6, 2021. 

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and 
provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers 
elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their 
knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity price support programs; 
conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities; 
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations 
designed to carry out federal laws. 

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA 
program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming 
operations of an entire farm, may also be eligible to vote. A cooperating producer is 
someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching operation(s) but 
may not have applied or received FSA program benefits. 

Eligible voters in local administrative areas who do not receive a ballot can obtain one 
from their local USDA Service Center. 

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2022. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has several loan programs to help you start or continue 
an agriculture production. Farm ownership and operating loans are available.    

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has 
provided priority funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected 
to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the 
group without regard to his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African 
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders. 
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FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are 
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

For questions, please contact your local FSA Farm Loan office.  

 
USDA Reminds Historically Underserved 
Producers of Advance Payment Option  
If you’re a historically underserved producer and participating in the USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), you can receive an advance conservation practice payment before you implement 
a practice. 

A historically underserved producer is described as one of the below: 

• Beginning Farmer or Rancher – is new to farming or ranching, or, has operated 
a farm or ranch for less than 10-consecutive years. 

• Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher – is a member of a group whose 
members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their 
identity as members of that group without regard to their individual qualities. 

• Veteran Farmer or Rancher – has served in the armed forces and has not 
operated a farm or ranch, has operated a farm or ranch for less than 10-
consecutive years, or first obtained veteran status during the last 10 years. 

• Limited Resource Farmer or Rancher – has a household income at or below the 
national poverty level. Eligibility can be determined by using this online tool.  

Under the advance payment option, such producers may request payments when they 
have final designs and job sheets and are ready to begin their EQIP practices. Advance 
payments provide at least 50 percent of the payment rate for each practice. The funds 
must be spent within 90 days of receipt and practices must be completed as agreed to in 
an EQIP plan of operations. Producers also may opt to have NRCS pay the contractors or 
vendors directly. 

For more information, visit the advance payments webpage where you can download the 
EQIP Advance Payment Fact Sheet. 

 
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers 
Facing Inclement Weather 
Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss 
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may suffer 
losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery. 

Risk Management 
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For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to report crop damage 
to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. 

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage 
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice 
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for 
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours. 

Disaster Assistance 

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to livestock, 
fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk 
management options. 

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of 
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying natural 
disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop acres that 
have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought.  Livestock producers suffering the 
impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres. 

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate 
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This 
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or 
trees in all cases. 

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed 
losses within 30 days and honeybee losses within 15 days. For TAP, you will need to file a 
program application within 90 days. 

Documentation 

It’s critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold 
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock numbers 
by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss. 

Other common documentation options include: 

• Purchase records 
• Production records 
• Vaccination records 
• Bank or other loan documents 
• Third-party certification 

Other Programs 
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The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can 
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore 
damaged farmland or forests. 

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are 
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with credit 
needs.  You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like 
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs. 

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial 
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate 
needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water 
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal from 
natural disasters and other causes. 

Additional Resources 

Additional details – including payment calculations – can be found on 
our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance 
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help 
you determine program or loan options. 

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file 
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA 
Service Center. All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that 
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic. 

 
 

 

Georgia State USDA Office 
355 E Hancock Avenue 

Athens, GA 30601 

Phone: 706-546-2266 
Fax: 855-409-5735 

State Executive Director 
Farm Service Agency 

Arthur L. Tripp, Jr: 706-546-2266 
Arthur.tripp@usda.gov 

State Conservationist 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 

Terrance O. Rudolph: 706-546-2272 
terrance.rudolph@usda.gov 
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