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Sign in/Sign up! 
Farmers, ranchers and agricultural producers have new online 
options to access U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
programs. Through USDA’s new streamlined process, producers 
doing business as an individual can now register, track and 
manage their applications for the Market Facilitation Program 
(MFP) and 2017 Wildfires Hurricanes Indemnity Program (2017 
WHIP) on the secure and convenient  www.farmers.gov. Producers 
doing business as an individual first need to sign up for the Level 2 
eAuthentication access. Currently USDA eAuthentication does not 
have the mechanism to issue accounts to businesses, corporations, 
other entities or for anyone acting on behalf of another individual or 
entity. 

• Step 1: Create and online account at www.eauth.usda.gov  
• Step 2: Complete identity verification by either using the 

online self-service identity verification method or by 
completing the identity verification in-person at your USDA 
Service Center. 

• Step 3: You’re enrolled 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMTA1LjgzMjU4MTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDEwNS44MzI1ODE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDI2MzI1JmVtYWlsaWQ9Q2hyaXN0aW5lLkJhZGFsYW1lbnRpU21pdGhAdnQudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPUNocmlzdGluZS5CYWRhbGFtZW50aVNtaXRoQHZ0LnVzZGEuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/vt
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMTA1LjgzMjU4MTQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDEwNS44MzI1ODE0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDI2MzI1JmVtYWlsaWQ9Q2hyaXN0aW5lLkJhZGFsYW1lbnRpU21pdGhAdnQudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPUNocmlzdGluZS5CYWRhbGFtZW50aVNtaXRoQHZ0LnVzZGEuZ292JnRhcmdldGlkPSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/vt
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/mainPages/index.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/mainPages/index.aspx?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/vt.               

• Step 4: Contact your local USDA Service Center to have 
your new Level 2 account linked with your USDA customer 
record 

• Step 5: You’re ready to Log In 

Or go to your local USDA Service Center and our supportive staff 
will help you sign up for Level 2 Access on your mobile device right 
in the office! They will assist you to create an online account at 
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in and then you’ll complete identity 
verification right on the spot. You’re enrolled! Users with a secure 
Level 2 eAuthentication ID linked to their USDA customer record 
can apply for select USDA programs, view and print farm maps and 
farm records data. Enrolling is easy! Visit farmers.gov/sign-in to 
learn more. 

To locate a service center near you or use online services not 
requiring eAuthentication access, visit www.farmers.gov. For 
technical assistance, call the eAuthentication help desk at 1-800-
457-3642. 

 

 
USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find Mentors 
If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in supporting the 
next generation and in investing in your local community!  Your experiences and knowledge as a 
business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support to the community you 
live in. 

USDA is collaborating with SCORE – www.score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer, 
expert business mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide 
free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business 
owners.   SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field 
who would like to become a part of an extended field of volunteers.  The organization’s Orientation 
and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything needed to be a successful 
volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and services, as well as guidance 
on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-
solving skills. 

Current SCORE volunteer mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing, 
operations, business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-
one business mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners.  Together they work 
through the process of starting up or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses.  No matter what 
stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating 
financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help their clients 
succeed.   FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at 
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship. 

 
Changing Bank Accounts 
FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to make timely 
payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank 

https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/www.fsa.usda.gov/vt
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sign-in?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.score.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.score.org/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being 
purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing 
numbers. 

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for 
crop year 2017 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t 
paid until 2018. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an 
entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as 
possible to claim your payment. 

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, 
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to 
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or 
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS 
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee 
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.  

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers. 

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders. 

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. 

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation. 

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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