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Loans for Targeted Underserved 
Producers 

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants 
to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are available 
for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan 
programs, FSA has provided priority funding for members of 
targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose 
members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice 
because of his or her identity as members of the group without 
regard to his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are 
women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, 
Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the 
eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit 
elsewhere. 
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FSA Urges Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County 
Committee Elections 

USDA encourages farmers and ranchers to make their voices heard by voting in the upcoming 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Committee elections. Beginning Monday, Nov. 7, 2016, USDA 
will begin mailing ballots to eligible farmers and ranchers across the country. Producers must return 
ballots to their local FSA offices by Dec. 5, 2016, to ensure that their vote is counted.  

Nearly 7,700 FSA County Committee members serve FSA offices nationwide. Each committee has 
three to 11 elected members who serve three-year terms of office. One-third of county committee 
seats are up for election each year. County committee members apply their knowledge and 
judgment to help FSA make important decisions on its commodity support programs, conservation 
programs, indemnity and disaster programs, and emergency programs and eligibility. 

Producers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program to be eligible to vote in the county 
committee election. Farmers and ranchers who supervise and conduct the farming operations of an 
entire farm, but are not of legal voting age, also may be eligible to vote. 

Farmers and ranchers will begin receiving their ballots the week of Nov. 7. Ballots. FSA has 
modified the ballot, making it easily identifiable and less likely to be overlooked. Voters in local 
administrative area who do not receive ballots in the coming week can pick one up at their local 
FSA office. Ballots returned by mail must be postmarked no later than Dec. 5, 2016. Newly elected 
committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2017.

 

Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and 
Failed Acres 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres 
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting.  Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of 
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA).  

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.  

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days 
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted.  Late-filed reports will only be 
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the 
crop from being planted.  A measurement service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report 
failed acres.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent.  Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including 
grasses.  



 

USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice 
Planting Rules 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect 
producers who intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.   

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables 
or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung 
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not 
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms that are eligible to 
participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, 
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility 
for succeeding years is not affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-
for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the 
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of 
the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a 
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 

Guaranteed Conservation Loans  
Guaranteed Conservation Loans are available for applicants to install a conservation practice. 
These funds may be used for any conservation activities included in a conservation plan or Forest 
Stewardship Management plan. A copy of the conservation plan is required to complete the 
application. These loans are not limited to just family farmers. In some cases, applicants can 
operate non-eligible enterprises. Loan funds are issued by a participating commercial lender and 
guaranteed up to 80 percent by FSA or up to 90 percent for beginning and historically underserved 
producers 

 

2017 Acreage Reporting Dates 

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.  

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

 If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the 
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 
lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.  



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days 
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office 

 

MAL and LDP Policy for Crop Years 2015-2018 

The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) 
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and 
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey.  MALs provide producers interim 
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities 
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, 
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.  

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be made, producers 
must meet the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member 
contribution.  

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their 
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested. 

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed 
$125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage 
payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These 
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity 
certificate exchange. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a 
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive 
an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The 
AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

Producers who have crops pledged as collateral for a nonrecourse marketing assistance loan can 
now purchase a commodity certificate that may be exchanged for the outstanding loan collateral. 
The authority is provided by the 2016 Consolidated Appropriations Act, legislation enacted by 
Congress in December 2015. Commodity certificates are available in situations where the 
applicable marketing assistance loan rate exceeds the exchange rate. These certificates can be 
purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the 
quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying 
the loan. 

Any gain realized by repaying a loan with commodity certificates does not count against a 
producer’s payment limitation. Therefore, the commodity certificate exchange is particularly 
beneficial to producers who have, or may, reach the $125,000 payment limitation. In addition, any 
gain realized by repaying a loan with commodity certificate exchange is not subject to the Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI) provisions, or the “actively engaged” provisions. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a 
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive 

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf


an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The 
AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service 
Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov.

 

Selected Interest Rates for November 2016 

90-Day Treasury Bill --.375 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.125 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.25 

Farm Ownership Loans Direct Down 

Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher --1.50 

Emergency Loans--3.125 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present--1.625 

 
Reasonable Accommodations: 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to  participate in FSA programs should 
contact the County Executive Director in your area or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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