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United States Department of Agriculture

OCT 1 8 2016 Office of the Secretary

Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Conservation Supporters:

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) continues to thrive more than 30 years after its
authorization in the 1985 Farm Bill. Being the largest voluntary conservation program, CRP
provides environmental and economic benefits through partnerships with supporters like you.

CRP is no longer just an erosion-control program. It is a multifaceted program that not only
provides natural habitat for wildlife, but also restores wetlands, protects streams, and removes
carbon dioxide from the air. The environmental benefits and impacts are seen locally and
nationally. CRP is one of the Department of Agriculture’s most successful conservation
programs.

CRP has prevented the erosion of more than 9 billion tons of soil, restored approximately 2.7
million acres of wetlands including grasses and trees, protected nearly 175,000 miles of streams,
and removed hundreds of millions of tons of carbon dioxide from the air.

These conservation lands provide water quality protection, enhance wildlife habitat, and
maintain soil productivity. CRP benefits local communities and suburban and urban residents,
by protecting the water supply and air quality. It also provides numerous recreation benefits to
Americans in the form of wildlife hunting and viewing.

CRP continues to promote partnerships with State and local conservation groups through the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). Currently, there are 47 CREP agreements
in 33 States that improve water quality by filtering agricultural runoff, reducing soil erosion,
aiding in flood control, enhancing wildlife habitat, and providing additional protection for
watersheds.

The 2016 announcement of the 49th CRP Signup built upon the 30-year legacy of cooperative
conservation and continues to help our Nation’s farmers and ranchers maintain a healthy
environment and a sound agricultural economy. I hope you will come away from this report
with informed perspectives about how farmers and ranchers make conservation programs an
investment to conserve and protect America’s greatest treasure: our natural resources.

Sincerely,

Olec . Vetset

Thomas J. Vi @

Secretary

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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CRP Overview

Background The 49th CRP Signup

The United States DeparTheddth CRP gdnerahggnup begdn brnuDecerdber 1,
(USDA) Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a2015, and continued through February 26, 2016. As
voluntary land conservation program for agriculturabf August 2016, 24.2 million acres of land were
producers who agree to remove environmentally enrolled in a CRP contract.

sensitive land from agricultural production and plant

species that will improve the health and quality of th&ligibility Criteria

environment. Producers enrolled in the CRP plant

longterm, resourceconserving covers, such as For land to be eligible for general signup, it must be:
introduced or native grasses or trees, to improve th
quality of water, control soil erosion, and enhance
wildlife habitat. In return, the FSA provides
participants with rental payments and castare
assistance for 10 to 15 years. CRP may also be us
to preserve existing grasslands.

eyCropIand that has been planted or considered
planted to an agricultural commodity 4 of the 6
years between 2008 and 2013; and

é/JDhysicaIIy and legally capable of being planted in a
normal manner to an agricultural commodity.

Note: Alfalfa or other multiyear grasses and legumes
CRP has a 30 year legacy of successfully protectingrown in a rotation, not to exceed 12 years, also may be
the Nationds natural ré&@leurces through voluntar
participation, while providing significant economic .
and environmental benefits to rural communities AlSO, cropland must meet one of the following
across the United States. In 2015, as a result ofcriteria:
CRP, the amount of nitrogen and phosphorous v Hayve a weighted average Erodibility Index of eight
leaving farm fields were reduced by 500 million o greater;
pounds and 100 million pounds, respectively. CRR;Be expiring CRP; or
has restored more than 2.7 million acres of \vBe |ocated in a national or State conservation
wetlands and associated buffers and reduces soil priority area.
erosion by more than 200 million tons per year.

CRP also provides about $2 billion annually to
landowners through rental, cost share, and
inventive paymenisdollars that make their way
into local economies, supporting small businesses
and creating jobs. In addition, CRP sequesters
more carbon dioxide than any other conservation
program on private lands. Over the past 5 years,
CRP has sequestered an average of 49 million
metric tons of CO2 equivalent per year. This is
equal to removing 9 million cars from the road
annually.

USDA.

CEPD,




CRP Overview

General Signup

FSA enrolls most CRP acres during periodic o0ge
Land is bid into the program on a competitive basis and ranked based on environmental benefits and
costs.

Land offers are evaluated and ranked using an Environmental Benefits Index (EBI) based on the enviror
mental benefits expected to improve the land if it is enrolled in the CRP.

The EBI is used to ensure that the most environmenisdlgsitive lands relative to cost are selected and
that all offers are fairly considered.

The six EBI factors are:

yN1, Wildlife Habitat Cover Benefits;

yN2, Water Quality Benefits From Reduced Erosion, Runoff and Leaching;
yN3, On-Farm Benefits of Reduced Erosion;

yN4, Enduring Benefits;

yN5, Air Quality Benefits; and

yN6, Cost.

Rental and Cost Share Payments

CRP rental rates are based on local dryland cash rental rates. Producers may offer land at these rate
or may offer a lower rental rate to increase the likelihood that their offer will be acceptable.

CRP cost share assistance is available to eligible participants in an amount not to exceed 50 percent «
the eligible costs of establishing the approved practice.

USDA.

CEPD,



Other CRP Initiatives

CRP - Grassland Initiative

The grassland component of CRP was established through the 2014 Farm Bill. The program provides up to
50 percent costshare assistance for conservation covers such as cross fencing to support rotational grazing
or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators or other wildlife.

On May 5, 2016, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that up to 101,000 acres will be accepted
during the first ranking period for the CRP sigp, which will provide participants who maintain letegm,
resourceconserving covers with annual rental payments up to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land

The Department received nearly 4,629 offers on more than 1.0 million acres of land.

Over 97 percent of the acceptable acres were enrolled by a beginning farmer/rancher, veteran, or
underserved producer. More than 70 percent of these acres are diverse native grasslands under threat of
conversion.

Acres and offers are selected and ranked based on six CRP Grassland ranking factors that include:

Current and future use,
New and underserved producer involvement,
Maximizing grassland preservation,
Vegetative cover,
Various environmental factors, and
Pollinator habitat.

ok~ wnhE




Other CRP Initiatives

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is a continuous CRP signup program. Itis
voluntary and helps agricultural producers protect environmentally sensitive land, decrease erosion, restore
wildlife habitat, and safeguard ground and surface water. The program is a partnership among producers;
tribal, State, and Federal governments; and, in some cases, private groups.

CREP includes targeted conservation practices such as filter strips and riparian buffers. These conservation
practices help protect streams, lakes, and rivers from sedimentation and agricultural runoff.

As of October 31, 2016, there were 1.1 million acres enrolled in 47 CREP projects in 34 States.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) States
June 2, 2016

Legend
- States with acres enrolled under CREP

I:I State with approved agreement but no enrollment

Cl States with no agreement

Map created by DAFP/PECD /PDB/CAS June 2, 2016




The 49th CRP Signup Results

Offered Acres

FSA received 26,27
offers to enroll
about 1.86 million
acres

Offered Acres per County
11,695

[ 1,696 - 6,133

[ 6,134 - 16,493

B 16,494 - 34,455
I 34,456 - 63,970

‘ FSA Counties
Map created by PECD /PBD/CAS June 8, 2016

Average EBI
Score

Average EBI Score per County
[ 1118-19
[ 197-230
B 231 - 260
B 261 - 295
B 206 - 383

] FSA Counties

Map created by PECD /PDB/CAS June 9, 2016




The 49th CRP Signup Results

Acceptable Acres

About 407,116 acres on 4,842 offers were acceptable.

Acceptable Acres per County
1693

[ 694 - 2,480

B 2,481 - 7,833

B 7834 - 16,643

B 16,644 - 31,713

‘ FSA Counties

Map create by PECD /PDB/CAS June 8, 2016
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