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MAL and LDP Policy Changes for Crop 
Years 2015-2018 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year 
Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency 
Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.  

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for 
wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse crops, 
rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey.  MALs provide producers 
interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs 
without having to sell their commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a 
loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a 
payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not 
available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all 
eligible commodities after harvest.  

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP 
disbursements can be made, producers must meet the 
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Next State Committee 
Meeting: TBD  

Interest Rates:  

90-Day 
Treasury  Bill                0.250% 
Farm Operating Loans 
-   Direct                       2.375% 
Farm Ownership Loans - 
Direct                           3.500% 
Farm Ownership Loans -  
Direct Down Payment,   
Beginning Farmer         1.50% 
Emergency 
Loans                          3.250% 
Farm Storage Facility 
Loan (7 
year)                           1.375% 
Farm Storage Facility  
Loan (10 
years)            1.500% 
Farm Storage Facility 
Loan (12 
years)            1.625% 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/xx 

  

requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and 
member contribution.  

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have 
outstanding nonrecourse loans for wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed 
grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), 
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds.  These 
certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or 
adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of 
commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the 
collateral, satisfying the loan.  MALs redeemed with commodity 
certificates are not subject to the actively engaged in farming, 
cash-rent tenant, Adjusted Gross Income provisions or the 
payment limitation. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form 
CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their local FSA Office before losing 
beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be 
submitted when payment is requested. 

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per 
individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually on certain 
commodities for the following program benefits: price loss 
coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing 
loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs.  These payment limitations do not 
apply to MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity 
certificate exchange. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 
2014 Farm Bill, which states that a producer whose total applicable 
three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive 
an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to 
earn a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please 
visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s website 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 
NAP Application for Coverage Deadlines 
NAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers when natural disasters cause castrophic 
loss of production (low yield) or prevented planting of an eligible noninsurable crop by providing 
coverage equivalent to CAT. In the event of a natural disaster, NAP covers the amount of loss 
greater than the expected production based on the producer’s approved yield and reported 
acreage. For other eligible NAP crops, producers may select buy-up coverage ranging from 50 to 65 
percent of production, in 5 percent increments, and for 100 percent of the average market price. 
Producers who want to purchase coverage through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) should to do so on or before the application closing date for the applicable crop. 

Upcoming NAP Application Closing Dates are shown below: 

9/01/2016 Closing Date: for Christmas trees, crustaceans, finfish, sod, & strawberries 
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9/30/2016 Closing Date; for Bahia seed, oats, onions, wheat, forage for grazing (cool & warm 
season), & mechanically harvested forage (cool & warm season) 

11/20/2016 Closing Date: for honey, apples, blue berries, & grapes 

1/15/2017 Closing Date: for broccoli, cabbage, greens, and white potatoes 

2/1/2017 Closing Date: for beans, cantaloupe, cucumbers, eggplant, honeydew, lettuce, pecans, 
peppers, radishes, squash, turnips, and watermelons 

2/28/2017 Closing Date; for corn, cotton, okra, peanuts, peas, pumpkins, rice, sesame, sorghum, 
soybeans, sugarcane, and sweet potatoes 

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois to create an online 
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for 
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP 
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected 
production at 100 percent of the average market price available, including coverage for organics 
and crops marketed directly to consumers. Crops intended for grazing are not eligible for additional 
NAP coverage.  

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. 
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: 
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator, 
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact your 
Administrative County Office or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 
Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.   

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross 
income provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2015 LDPs 
and Market Gains and will be issuing potential 2015 ARC/PLC payments in October. 

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015 and 2016. Unlike the past, producers must have the CCC-
941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 
FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to 
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their 
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all 
without visiting an FSA county office. 
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The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA 
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program 
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field 
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest 
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and 
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can 
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer. 

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This 
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be 
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting 
your local FSA office to finalize access. 

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. 
To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2016 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15% plus 
normal mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually. 

 
USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved 
Groups and Beginning Farmers 
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership 
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and 
ranchers.  

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their 
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women, 
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific 
Islanders.  

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank 
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by 
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the 
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loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA 
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria.  

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans:  farm ownership loans and 
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers 
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of 
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both 
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.  

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements 
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have 
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the 
operation.  

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer 
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 

 
Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 
Producers are encouraged to call their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to ensure 
maximum use of their time and to make sure FSA staff is available to tend to their important 
business needs. Please call your local FSA office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to 
discuss any records or documentation that might be needed during your appointment. To find your 
local FSA office, visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

 
2015 and 2016 Average Adjusted Gross Income Compliance 
Reviews 
The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2015 and 2016 are conducted on producers who 
the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 CFR 
1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of eligibility or ineligibility.  

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables 
will be established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the 
$900,000 limitation. The Mississippi State FSA Office has begun notifying producers selected for 
review. If you have any questions about the review process or determinations, please contact the 
Mississippi State FSA Office at 601-956-4300. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters 
may only appeal the amount of the debt to their local FSA office. Payment eligibility adverse 
determinations become administratively final 30 days from the date of the payment eligibility 
adverse determination letter and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that 
prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal. 

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed 
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
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• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management 
program sponsored by FSA 

• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local 
USDA Service Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.    

 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities. 

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans 
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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