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New Improvement to Streamline Crop
Reporting

Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage
Information Once

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm
Service Agency (FSA) and participating insurance providers
approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can provide
the common information from their acreage reports at one office
and the information will be electronically shared with the other
location.

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting
Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This interagency collaboration also
includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from
farmers and ranchers who participate in USDA programs.
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Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and
RMA will be securely and electronically shared with the other
location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as
saving farmers and ranchers time.

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their
insurance provider to validate and sign acreage reports, complete
maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed
acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate
completion of the second report.

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process
for agricultural producers, who have expressed concerns with
providing the same basic common information for multiple
locations. In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates
for submitting these reports, down from the previous 54 dates at
RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers
and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming
weeks as they approach the peak season for crop reporting later
this summer.

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA
now are eligible for the common data reporting, and USDA is
exploring adding more crops. Plans are underway at USDA to
continue building upon the framework with additional efficiencies at
a future date.

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access
their FSA farm information from the convenience of their home
computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm,
conservation status, operator and owner information and much
more.

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives
farmers and ranchers online access to securely view, print or export
their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, producers
are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find
a local FSA office in your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Breaking New Ground

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS
before breaking out new ground for production purposes as doing
so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that
must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) provisions.
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Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage,
crop residue and rotational requirements as specified in their
conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to
conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to ensure the
proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any
trees to create new cropland, then these areas will need to be
reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for
benefits.

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly
Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.

USDA Safety Net Program Enrollment Opens for 2020

Agricultural producers now can enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs — two U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) safety net programs — for
the 2020 crop year. Meanwhile, producers who enrolled farms for the 2018 crop year have started
receiving more than $1.5 billion for covered commodities for which payments were triggered under
such programs.

ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop revenue
declines below a specified guaranteed level. PLC provides income support payments on historical
base acres when the effective price for a covered commodity falls below its reference price. The
2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and updated both programs.

Signup for the 2020 crop year closes June 30, 2020, while signup for the 2019 crop year closes
March 15, 2020. Producers who have not yet enrolled for 2019 can enroll for both 2019 and 2020
during the same visit to an FSA county office.

ARC and PLC have options for the farm operator who is actively farming the land as well as the
owner of the land. Farm owners also have a one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields
beginning with crop year 2020. If the farm owner and producer visit the FSA county office together,
FSA can also update yield information during that visit.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

2018 Crop Year ARC and PLC Payments

FSA began processing payments last week for 2018 ARC-County (ARC-CO) and PLC on covered
commodities that met payment triggers on enrolled farms in the 2018 crop year. In addition to the
$1.5 billion now in process, FSA anticipates it will issue another $1 billion in November once
USDA'’s National Agricultural Statistics Service publishes additional commodity prices for the 2018
crop.



Producers who had 2018 covered commodities enrolled in ARC-CO can visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-
plc for payment rates applicable to their county and each covered commodity. For farms and
covered commodities enrolled in 2018 PLC, the following crops met payment triggers: barley,
canola, corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, peanuts, and wheat.

Oats and soybeans did not meet 2018 PLC payment triggers.

2018 PLC payment rates for the following covered commodities have not been determined: crambe,
flaxseed, large and small chickpeas, long and medium grain rice, mustard seed, rapeseed,
safflower, seed cotton, sesame seed, sunflower seed and temperate Japonica rice.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC including two online decision tools that assist producers in
making enrollment and election decisions specific to their operations, visit the ARC and PLC

webpage.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Changing Bank Accounts

FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to make timely
payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank
information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being
purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing
numbers.

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for
crop year 2018 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t
paid until 2019. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an
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entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as
possible to claim your payment.

Selected Interest Rates for November 2019

90-Day Treasury Bill 2.000%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.500%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.000%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment 1.500%
Emergency Loans 3.500%
Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 Years) 1.625%
Commodity Loans 2.625%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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