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Oklahoma FSA is blessed to be adding new faces to our already

Scott Biggs dedicated workforce. Three new County Executive Directors in

State Executive Director

100 USDA, Suite 102 Senior Farm Loan Officers are now in place. More than a dozen

Stillwater, OK 74074
405-742-1130 phone

Program Technicians have been hired to assist you with your FSA

855-416-9557 fax proud to introduce these new employees and look forward to the
www.fsa.usda.gov/ok great things they achieve in their respective county offices.
Hours: Monday - Friday Wishing you a prosperous fall,
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training (COTSs) are beginning this month and a newly certified CED
started. Additionally, three new Farm Loan Managers (FLMs) and a

business with efficiency and customer service as top priorities. | am
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State Committee Members:
Sarah Dorsey, Bixby

Karen Eifert Jones, Waukomis
Don Allen Parsons, Idabel
J.B. Stewart, Keyes

David Bush, Altus

State Staff:

Phil Estes
Farm Loan Programs

J.D. Elwood
Production & Payment
Eligibility

Joy Alspach
Conservation

Danny Lee
Compliance & Price Support

Janlyn Hannah
Administration &
Public Relations/Outreach

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to
your operation or county. FSA
Office contact information can
be located on our online

Directory

Scott Biggs
Oklahoma State Executive Director

2019 County Committee Elections
Upcoming

Voting will soon open for the USDA’s Farm Service Agency’s (FSA)
County Committees.

It is important that every eligible producer participate in these
elections because FSA county committees are a link between the
agricultural community and the USDA.

County committee members are a critical component of FSA
operations. Committees should be comprised of members who
reflect the diversity of producers involved in production agriculture.
This means that producers representing underserved groups or
communities should be on the committee to speak on behalf of their
constituency.

Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority
farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have
limited resources. Other minority groups including Native American
and Alaska Natives; persons under the poverty level, and persons
that have disabilities are also considered underserved.

County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters
on Nov. 4, 2019. The last day to return completed ballots to your
local USDA service center is Dec. 2, 2019.

For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county
committees, visit: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

USDA Opens 2020 Enroliment for Dairy Margin Coverage
Program; Ends Dec. 13, 2019

Dairy producers can now enroll in the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) for calendar year 2020.
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) opened signup for the program that helps producers manage
economic risk brought on by milk price and feed cost disparities.

The DMC program offers reasonably priced protection to dairy producers when the difference
between the all-milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount
selected by the producer. The deadline to enroll in DMC for 2020 is Dec. 13, 2019.

Dairy farmers earned more than $300 million dollars from the program in 2019 so far. Producers are
encouraged to take advantage of this very important risk management tool for 2020.
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All producers who want 2020 coverage, even those who took advantage of the 25 percent premium
discount by locking in the coverage level for five years of margin protection coverage are required to
visit the office during this signup period to pay the annual administrative fee.

Dairy producers should definitely consider coverage for 2020 as even the slightest drop in the
margin can trigger payments.

More Information

The 2018 Farm Bill created DMC, improving on the previous safety net for dairy producers. DMC is
one of many programs that FSA and other USDA agencies are implementing to support America’s
farmers.

For more information on enrolling in DMC and taking advantage of an online dairy decision tool that
assists producers in selecting coverage for 2020, visit the DMC webpage.

For additional questions and assistance, contact your local USDA service center. To locate your
local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Producers’
Costs for Organic Certification

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for
federal funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the
Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for fiscal 2019 funding are due
Oct. 31, 2019.

OCCSP received continued support through the 2018 Farm Bill. It provides cost-share assistance to
producers and handlers of agricultural products for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic
certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified
producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying
agent. Eligible expenses for cost-share reimbursement include application fees, inspection costs,
fees related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for
inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage.

Certified producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of
certification costs each year, up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope, including crops,
livestock, wild crops, handling and state organic program fees.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.
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Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to
Sept. 30, 2019 must file:

e A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent.
e An application for payment by Nov. 1, 2019

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:
o ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

CRP Payment Limitation

Payments and benefits received under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are subject to the
following:

e payment limitation by direct attribution

o foreign person rule

e average adjusted gross income (AGI) limitation The 2014 Farm Bill continued the $50,000
maximum CRP payment amount that can be received annually, directly or indirectly, by
each person or legal entity. This payment limitation includes all annual rental payments and
incentive payments (Sign-up Incentive Payments and Practice Incentive Payments). Annual
rental payments are attributed (earned) in the fiscal year in which program performance
occurs. Sign-up Incentive Payments (SIP) are attributed (earned) based on the fiscal year in
which the contract is approved, not the fiscal year the contract is effective. Practice
Incentive Payments (PIP) are attributed (earned) based on the fiscal year in which the cost-
share documentation is completed, and the producer or technical service provider certifies
performance of practice completion to the county office.

Such limitation on payments is controlled by direct attribution.

e Program payments made directly or indirectly to a person are combined with the pro rata
interest held in any legal entity that received payment, unless the payments to the legal
entity have been reduced by the pro rata share of the person.
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e Program payments made directly to a legal entity are attributed to those persons that have
a direct and indirect interest in the legal entity, unless the payments to the legal entity have
been reduced by the pro rata share of the person.

e Payment attribution to a legal entity is tracked through four levels of ownership. If any part
of the ownership interest at the fourth level is owned by another legal entity, a reduction in
payment will be applied to the payment entity in the amount that represents the indirect
interest of the fourth level entity in the payment entity.

Essentially, all payments will be “attributed” to a person’s Social Security Number. Given
the current CRP annual rental rates in many areas, it is important producers are aware of
how CRP offered acreages impact their $50,000 annual payment limitation. Producers
should contact their local FSA office for additional information.

NOTE: The information in the above article only applies to contracts subject to 4-PL and 5-
PL regulations. It does not apply to contacts subject to 1-PL regulations.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
Losses

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes,
flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others.

Eligible producers must have purchased NAP coverage for 2020 crops. A notice of loss must be
filed the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15
days of the final harvest date.

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must notify FSA within 72 hours of
when a loss becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is
not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms,
floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and
industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

USDA Opens 2019 Enroliment for Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs

Agricultural producers can now enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss
Coverage (PLC) programs, two popular safety net programs, for the 2019 crop year. Interested
producers must sign up for either program by March 15, 2020.

The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and made updates to these two USDA Farm Service Agency
(FSA) programs. ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop
revenue declines below a specified guarantee level. PLC program provides income support
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payments on historical base acres when the price for a covered commodity falls below its effective
reference price.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed and wheat.

Updated provisions in the 2018 Farm Bill allow producers with an interest in a farm to enroll and
elect coverage in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for
program year 2019. The election applies to both the 2019 and 2020 crop years. If a 2019 election is
not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2020, the election defaults to the current elections of the
crops on the farm established under the 2014 Farm Bill. No payments will be earned in 2019 if the
election defaults.

For crop years 2021 through 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections. Farm
owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.

Once the 2019 election and enroliment are completed, producers on the farm for 2020 can
complete an enrollment contract for the 2020 crop year beginning Oct. 7, 2019 and ending June 30,
2020.

Although 2019 enroliment begins Sept. 3, 2019 and must occur first, a producer waiting until Oct. 7,
2019 to enroll is afforded the opportunity to enroll in either program for both 2019 and 2020 during
the same office visit. During this time, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC
payment yields that takes effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the
producer to the office, the yield update may be completed during the same office visit.

In partnership with USDA, the University of lllinois and Texas A&M University are offering web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data
specific to their respective farming operations. These decision tools can be found at
fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some forms
of crop insurance. Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing
Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA).
Producers of covered commaodities who elect ARC are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for
the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres. To be eligible for STAX
coverage, producers must not enroll their seed cotton base acres into the ARC or PLC programs.

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm
bills comparison fact sheet, or visit fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans
that Fit Their Operation

A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan
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Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for
farmers.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help.
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits
for several loan products.

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan
staff to better understand their needs and challenges.

How the Tool Works

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow.
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided.

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals,
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility
requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer.

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not
work in Internet Explorer.

About Farmers.gov

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and
manage accounts.

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and
alerts by logging into the website.

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can
help their operation recover from natural disasters.

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers — helping farmers and ranchers do right, and
feed everyone.
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and
Improve Property

Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to
Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who
have small and mid-sized farming operations.

The microloan program has been hugely successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans,
totaling over $373 million to producers across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and
ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living
expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans have gone to new farmers.

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or contact your
local FSA office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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